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BELGIAN SONGS sung by Algoma’s Al Vandertie will soon 
be heard in Belgium. Vandertie recently recorded five songs for 
Miss Francoise Lempereur, a Belgian visitor at the home of 
Mrs. Hubert Lampereur, R1, Brussels. Miss Lempereur, who 
lives in Namur (Belgium), is with Belgian National Radio and 
Television. She produces programs based on folksongs. 

“Everybody here enjoys your recordings and I am sure that 


everybody in Europe will enjoy them also,” Miss Lempereur 
told Al during the taping session at Algoma. Miss Lempereur 
provided the equipment. 
Next year Francoise hopes to return to this area with a 
nrg TV team. The Belgian settlement in Wisconsin will be 
ilmed. pi 
— Record-Herald Photo 
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Land of His Forebearers to Hear 
Al Vandertie’s Belgian Songs 


During his many years of 
belting out Belgian songs, 
Algoma’s_Al Vandertie has gain- 
ed many fans. No. 1 on the 
current list is Miss Francoise 
Lempereur, who recognizes a 
good Belgian tune when she 


hears it. Miss Lempereur lives in - 


Namur, Belgium, and is 
vacationing at the home of a 
relative, Mrs. Hubert (Lema) 
Lampereur, R1, Brussels. 

With Al’s musical background 

and Miss Lempereur’s interest in 
folksongs, it was inevitable that a 
meeting be arranged. The big 
day was Tu¢sday, Aug. 7, when 
Mrs. Lampereur of the Brussels 
area introduced her guest to Al 
and Liz Vandertie. 
/ It was also inevitable that Al, 
after being properly coaxed, 
would come across with a few of 
his favorites. The songs, sung in 
Belgian, were recorded by Fran- 
coise and when she returns to her 
homeland they’ll be heard on 
radio broadcasts and also played 
when Francoise presents talks on 
“the Belgian-American way of 
life.” 

There’ll be one change, 
however. Local Vandertie fans — 
and there are many — are used to 
hearing Al’s songs without ac- 
companiment. In Belgium, 
they’ll be heard against a guitar 


background. Francoise, 24, plays 
the guitar and she’ll work in ac- 
companiment. 

Next year, if all goes as plann- 
ed, Francoise will return to the 
Door-Kewaunee area with a 
Belgian TV team. Out of that 
visit is expected to come a film 
showing the Belgian settlement 
in Wisconsin. , 

Employed in TV 

Francoise, who specializes in 
folksong, is with Belgian 
National Radio and Television. 
She produces (realization and 
presentation) programs based on 
folksong. 


“Until the end of July, I was a 
student at the University of 
Liege, Belgium,” Francoise said 
during her Algoma visit. “ʻI 
studied first romance philology 
and I took a degree of teacher (of 
French) in 1971 after four years 
at the university. Then I spent 


two years still at the history al 


studying musicology (histo 
music, harmony, counterpoimt 
and musical analysis).’’ 

Francoise is a member of an 
impressive family. Her father is 
a public relations officer at the 
main post office at Namur and 
her mother teaches Latin and an- 
cient Greek at high school level. 
She has a brother who is a univer- 
sity student in engineering. 

By the time Francoise and the 
TV team depart from Belgium 


‘and head for the states next year, 


Al is likely to be a celebrity in the 
country of his forebearers. That 
he’s deserving of such recogni- 
tion is an established fact. Al has 
recorded Belgian songs for about 
30 years. And when he isn’t sing- 
ing, he’s likely to be on the job at 
Algoma Industries or serving as 
genial host at Vandertie’s 
Tavern. 

Algoma Variety Show 
audiences of some years back 
will recall his songs, as will those 
attending more recent Belgian 
Day celebrations at Brussels 
(USA). In addition, Al has enter- 
tained at a State Historical Socie- 
ty meeting at Pamperin Park 
and at Nation Day, an obser- 
vance -held at Green Bay’s 
Joannes Park. 

Francoise ‘is spending three 
weeks in this part of Wisconsir 
and will leave in early 
September. Once back in her own 
Namur, she will prepare for the 
upcoming invasion of the Penin- 
sula Belgian-American Club 


. She added that 
her father had established a 


Belgium, are related to the 
Lampereurs in northeastern 
Wisconsin. 

Al there are many ties, 
chiefly blood, between the 
Namurs in the two widely 
separated countries, are 
many differences. Notable is 
population. Namur, in the 
southern part of Belgium, is a 
ve of about the size of Green 

y. 

The same difference exists 
between Brussels there and here. 
The Belgian Brussels compares 
in size with Milwaukee. About 40 
miles separate these two major 
Belgian cities. 

‘In the Brussels part of 
Belgium, the official language is 
French, and the language you 
call ‘Belgian’ is a dialect of 
Namur’s region,” Francoise 
stated. She noted there are six 
“different kinds of Belgian.” 


